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Conflict Avocados 2023, Mexico-bom designer Fermando
Laposse's most ambitious project to date, supported by The
Andrew and Geraldine Buxton Foundation, explores the troubled
ethics behind avocado production in Mexico, the world's largest
producer and exporter of the fruit. Focusing on town of Cheran
in the state of Michoacan, Laposse recounts through fumiture
objects, film and a major 40m long narrative textile - the Cheran
Tapestry — the struggle by local people to defend their home
from criminal cartels and preserve their forest ecosystem, which
IS being cleared for avocado production

INTERVIEW BY GEAMMA SAVIO

GEMMA SAVIO Materlals help
communicate Information about the
place and time that a designed object
was concelved. They can tell us
something about who designed the
work, who made It and to what condi-
tions those people were responding.
Can you tell me about the Importance
of materials in your practice?

FERNANDO LAPOSSE Materials are the

a promct By inveshoating a particular
naternia - not only in 25 plyysical form, but
S DIOVvENSNce . | m nigrested n what
maierials sigrify and often, the problemat-
ICS around a materiy - the heston

cal

Daggaie and conlempirary comphcations

that surround it Once you start to

at

the Comphcalions, you Can pose questions

hat nform the resaarch and of course
the design, But the design comes as a
fnad gestura, My work really starns witt

INGOrsianaing the poliics and problamat

ic$ of the matena I'm working with

GS  When you talk about the problem-
atics are you referring to methods of
extraction and production?

FL Yes, that's escactly it 1 tand to focus
on agncuitural malerais, or plam matier
Decause d tends 10 Do the most compéax
and controversial, In Latin Amernca. and
Mexico where mast of my work 2 based
CIops, agnculiturad proouce and agricul-
lura! henlage 1$ extremaly important

i's inked 10 tradition and spirituakty

and more recenlly 1's atso what causes

a ot of socinl 1ensions. The mfluence of
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GS Why did you choose to explore the
avocado now?
FL he avocado is an ubiquitous fruill
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GS Throughout Conflict Avocados -

you have invented ways of working : o
with the avocado as a material, Can PR SR
you tedl us more?
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GS Can you 1ell me about the
patchworking in the Resting place day
bed 20237

FL Resting place is an homage 10 the




Trie 3l and duing our CoMersation M n butteddlies and he fell ther presence as Mexico has been cormrupted and how
1ok me a story that nfluenced this pie an embrace from his fathee For this story the consaquences of the avocado trade
2's a bellet In Michoacan hal the aind 10 connact Resting plce 10 Homer are being felt.
Monarch butterflies are the visiting souls of ancd Homaro Junior we decided i FL  Aongsde the f f ot
Y refatives beca e ant ANk Ir¢ 30 180estry, the ok NrRary 1 [
1 November t th yetow fal } riooid 235 of 1ha peoy siloct e
w of the Dead T which are the tradit Nowe § 1he wocado trade. We have & rew with
killad was also the year the M ‘ Day of the Dead 3. the worman whx j ded
butterdly was added 10 the started a revokt werdn. We speak
spacias st in the documentary Homet GS The materials in Conflict Avocados ol ¥ role in gf
Jurvor described this moment in can be understood best together, and each  1he res the Monarch Dut
Novermber of the sarme yeir whan | 5 piace works in dialogue o el a clear sanctuary in El Rosanio and Homearo Junic
anding in the fores! compigtely coverad story of how the avocado industry in who cammies on the legacy Of his lather
| 1 DOOOK e Dravvg and working harg
10 COMDaE 1he QegracatOr
the avocado trade. We'd e viskors 10
ngdersiang the Sssu
I n the probilem, but
(TUTH %o the ool
} s g wirk toward NQ changa
ATIONA o~ "
—
ENZ AND MA "
ASHIOM ,
FOR SMOROON FUND. SOV, MO NEWLLE 8. In pre-Hispanic folklore, migrating butterfiies “ S : "v" %3 ","; l"x ﬂ: I:_“'V
PORTERS TO NGY TRENNAL 20 were often thought to have carried the souls Canada, their offspeing ther ‘,, e Bme oM. So sad
> VEOCO-BONN DESGNE of ancestors visiting from the afterlife. For year, not asingle butterfly has been 1o that forest before, |
a P A centuries, Mexico's Monarchs have served ‘ *“ _‘;" ks g
ot pin ey S e as a powerful cultural symbol connecting birthday. 1's such an i ' SPUER Sice for Blodivenity bacsus
the living to the dead. They're also central of the Monarch butierflies. They are one of the main pollinators
g ey 452 to Fernando Laposse's Conffict Avocados D oo (LN T
_ oty project as the artist explains. vorked 10 creale a sancluary around
a W raasad st Ang Was an ex
o - pexag bt BY FERNANDO LAPOSSE negotiator and a titan of environmental activism in Maxico
; Bedore we coud meet lor a formal interview for this {
:\ > b\ Homero was found 1ontured. bealen and strangled. To see one
Thes poryect i proucly Bpponied The Confict Avocadios propct st { 1he most Impotant activists n this area murdered with 1ota
' s - , butterflies. They are an iconic inse Mpundy Sparked an urgency in me 1O 1ok abouwt the fragikty of
Y] Mowca (i T ! ihoy migrate on mass ai i peooie standing between the butierfies. the forests and
. 3 . Nast Nse Nose who Cevasiane these nalurdl resources Ihrough unsustama
L Uiha e = how they all know where 10 ¢ - Die av ado famming. Co { AVOCHUIOS 1 ! cy of man
Ao f h yoar 1hay arrve fror 3 1 nalure and uncovers it T v Wit abusi Wi
A Mis nake forest in Mict a wards vung ¢ t 1 wWorT reg




